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WELCOME MESSAGE  

From CESASC President 2020-2021 

 

May 22, 2021 

 

 

Dear CESASC Members and Friends: 

 

Welcome to the 59th CESASC Annual Convention, a platform for the engineering 

and science industry to broaden its exposure and network both locally and 

internationally. This year, we held the convention on a virtual platform, and we chose ñSurviving & 

Thrivingò as the theme to inspire the community to rise to take challenges and thrive with resiliency and 

perseverance. 

 

During the day-long extravaganza, world-class experts in academia and industry will disseminate cutting-

edge technologies that shape the present and the future. AI, 5G, Mars landing, extreme weather, Covid-19 

vaccine, entrepreneurship & business innovation, etc. Established leaders will share their success stories 

and lessons learned with early-career professionals. Do not miss out this rare opportunity to be informed 

and inspired.  

 

At the evening program, we will bring you two hottest topics ï ñAI: The Breakthroughs, Challenges and 

Opportunities,ò featuring CTO of Microsoft Azure AI ï Dr. Xuedong Huang. And Mr. Al Chen, EDL 

(Entry, Decent, Landing) Lead of Mars 2020 program will make keynote speech on ñPerseverance is a Way 

of Life.ò We will honor and celebrate the huge career success of two leaders and appreciate the 

extraordinary services as well. Fifteen CESASC/Lisa Lu/JHT scholarship recipients and four STEM essay 

contest winners will also be recognized. Congratulations to all the award recipients and contest winners. 

We also made a special program to commemorate former CESASC Presidents who recently passed away: 

CESASC Founder Dr. Henry Chi, and Paul Leung. 

 

Founded in 1962, CESASC is one of the largest and longest standing Chinese-American professional 

organizations in Southern California. CESASCôs dedication in promoting engineering and science has 

inspired multiple generations in career advancement and business expansion. CESASC is committed to 

furthering this mission in the years to come.  

 

I would like to thank our sponsors whose generosity made it possible to share this exciting day with all of 

you. My gratitude also goes to all the volunteers who have worked tirelessly to make this event successful 

year after year. 

 

It has been a great honor and privilege for me to serve you. Hope you enjoy this yearôs convention and 

see you next year! 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Charley Lu 

President of CESASC 
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Message from Andrew Yang  
 
 

 
 

Hello everyone, I am Andrew Yang, and it is my pleasure to be able to congratulate 

CESASC for its 59-year anniversary of promoting science, technology, engineering, 

and math excellence, and honoring the next generation of leaders, the 15 scholarship 

recipients, the four student essay contest winners who are recognized today. It's 

incredible, the work you all do. My father was, and is, a physicist who generated a 

number of patents. It is innovators and leaders like you who will build a future that 

we can all be proud of. And this convention, with a theme of surviving and thriving 

to promote a sense of resilience and perseverance, is so important right now given 

the issues that many people in the Chinese American and the Asian American 

communities are facing right now. We will overcome this, and we will overcome it 

by contributing in ways that are bigger than ourselves, the way that I know so many 

of you will. So congratulations CESASC, congratulations to all of the award winners 

and scholarship recipients today. You all make me proud and excited. Let's build a 

future that we're going to be actually proud of for our children of the next generation. 

Thank you all so much, have a great time! 
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59th CESASC Annual Convention Program 
1:30 am ς 9:00 pm, May 22, 2021,  

Surviving and Thriving ( ḹế ʼ ) 

 
TIME Zoom meeting ID: 867 3020 6098     Passcode: 1962 

 
 

1:30 ~ 1:35 pm 

Technical Symposium 

Moderator: Dr. Kenny Wang, Technical Symposium Chair 

 

1:35 ~ 2:10 pm 
Future of 5G 

Dr. Tingfang Ji, Senior Director of Engineering in Wireless R&D, Qualcomm 

 

2:10 ~ 2:45 pm   /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀΩǎ Wildfire Crisis 
Dr. Yufang Jin, Professor, UC Davis 

 

2:45 ~ 3:25 pm 
 

  COVID-19 Vaccines: Progress, Challenges and Hope 
Dr. Angela Zhou, Information Scientist, CAS 

 

  

  3:25 ~ 3:30 pm Coffee Break 

 
3:30 ~ 3:35 pm 

Entrepreneurship & Investment Forum 

Moderator: Terry Guo, Business Innovation Committee Chair 

3:35 ~ 4:00 pm  Blockchain AI Integrated E-health Platform 
Dr. Gary Chen, Founder and CEO of AiTmed 

4:00 ~ 5:00 pm  
Dr. Evans Lam, Managing Director, UBS; Trustee, Rochester University  
Dr. Henry Shi, Founder & MP AI List Venture Capital Funds  
Chris McCann, General Partner at Race Capita  

5:00 ~ 5:30 pm  Sailing through the Pandemic 
                  Allen Wang, Founder & CEO, Tours4Fun   
                  Dr. Jiachen Zhang (Interviewer) 
 

5:30 ~ 6:30 pm Coffee Break  

 

6:30 ~ 9:00 pm 

 

 

AiTmed Convention Gala 

  
 

Convention Chair: Nancy Huang; Zoom meeting Manager: Dr. Jinxing Li 
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Technical Symposium 
 

Dr. Tingfang Ji joined Qualcomm in 2003 and is currently a Senior 

Director of Engineering in Wireless R&D. From 2003 to 2014, he made 

instrumental technical contributions towards the development of 

LTE/LTE-A technology and served as a vice chairman of the radio 

working group (RAN4) of 3GPP. Since 2014 his research project spear-

headed Qualcomm's 5G NR air interface design/standardization efforts, 

pre-commercial 5G NR sub 6GHz IODT/trials, 5G experimental macro 

networks, and long-term pre-6G research. Before joining Qualcomm, 

Dr. Ji was a member of the technical staff at Bell Labs. As an inventor, 

he has more than 800 U.S. patent applications. Dr. Ji received his Ph.D 

degree in E.E. from the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor in 2001, 

and received a B.Sc. from Tsinghua University, Beijing. 

  

Dr. Yufang Jin  is a Professor of Remote Sensing and Ecosystem 

Change at University of California, Davis. Her research focuses on 

landscape scale ecological dynamics and wildfires patterns using 

remote sensing and machine learning techniques. She has developed 

various tools for monitoring and modeling wildfires, tree mortality, and 

ecosystem productivity and water use. Her studies on fire-climate-

vegetation interactions have provided insight for forest and fire 

management strategies in California. Dr. Jin has led a large 

interdisciplinary project to study Southern Californiaôs wildfires and 

are currently Co-PIs of two large multi-institution wildfire related 

projects. She has published more than 50 peer reviewed journal articles. 

She is a topic Editor for the Remote Sensing journal. 

 

Dr. Qiongqiong Angela Zhou is an Information Scientist at CAS, a 

division of the American Chemical Society. She earned her Ph.D. in 

Molecular Pharmacology and toxicology from University of Southern 

California. She was further trained as a cell biologist at Johns Hopkins 

School of Medicine and worked in the area of cancer biology at 

Harvard Medical School. She was a faculty member at Missouri State 

University and Denison University prior to joining CAS. 
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Dr. Gary Chen is an ABOS board-certified Orthopedic and Hand 
Surgeon and the Chief of Orthopedic Surgery at California Hospital 
Medical Center. He is a successful entrepreneur who founded 
AiTmed Inc. and owns three medical centers. He is also the founder 
of California Orthopedics and Micro-Surgery Institute (COMSI), and 
serves as an Associate Professor of Orthopedic Surgery at UCLA. 

Allen Wang  is the CEO and co-founder of Tours4Fun.com, the largest 
Chinese online travel sites in North America. He started the 
&ÏÕÎÄÅÒÓȭ &ÏÏÔÐÒÉÎÔÓ ÓÅÒÉÅÓ ÓÏ ÔÈÁÔ 4ÏÕÒÓτ&ÕÎ ÃÁÎ ÂÅÔÔÅÒ ÃÏÎÎÅÃÔ 
with customers and share personal travel experiences. Allen is an 
experienced explorer and a very excellent tour guide, and has visited 
every continent in the world, totaling over 40 countries. His passion 
for outdoor travelling, hiking, camping, mountaineering, skiing and 
diving has brought him to almost all the national parks and state 
parks in North America. 

9ƴǘǊŜǇǊŜƴŜǳǊǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ LƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘ CƻǊǳƳ 

Keynote Speech: Blockchain AI Integrated E -health Platform  

Fireside Chat: Sailing through the Pandemic  

Dr. Jiachen Zhang works at the California Air Resources Board, 
where she analyzes massive data and develops models to promote 
ÐÏÌÉÃÙÍÁËÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ ÁÃÈÉÅÖÉÎÇ #ÁÌÉÆÏÒÎÉÁȭÓ ÃÌÅÁÎ ÁÉÒ ÁÎÄ ÃÌÉÍÁÔÅ ÇÏÁÌÓȢ 
She actively leads and organizes events to promote technological 
innovations. She served as a Board Director of PlusYoou, an NPO 
aiming to build a cross-border entrepreneurial ecosystem, and was 
recently elected to serve on the Board of Directors at CESASC. Dr. 
Zhang earned her Ph.D. in Environmental Engineering USC and her 
B.S. in Atmospheric Sciences from Peking University.  
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9ƴǘǊŜǇǊŜƴŜǳǊǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ LƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘ CƻǊǳƳ 

Investment Panel: Best of our Times  

Dr. Evans Lam is a Managing Director of Wealth Management and 
Senior Portfolio Manager at UBS Financial Services Inc. He serves on 
the Board of Trustees of University of Rochester, the Simon Business 
School's National Council, and the Los Angeles Regional Cabinet. 
Evans is also an educational philanthropist who endowed multiple 
scholarships at the University of Rocherster, and supports 
educational foundations in mainland China and Hong Kong. 

Chris McCann is a general partner at Race Capital, entrepreneur, 
and community builder. He founded and led the community 
program at Greylock Partners, which led investments in Facebook, 
LinkedIn, Dropbox, and Coinbase. Chris has an angel portfolio of 
over twenty investments within the fintech and blockchain verticals, 
including Binance and Solana. He was also the co-founder and CEO 
of StartupDigest and grew it from zero to over one million 
subscribers before being acquired by Techstars. He was an early 
advisor for the Thiel Fellowship & StartX at Stanford University. He 
also writes a newsletter covering the fintech & tech sectors and 
reaches 25,000 entrepreneurs, engineers, and investors on a weekly 
basis. 

Dr. Henry Shi  is the Managing Partner of AI List Capital and a 
Venture Partner at BOLD Capital Partners. Henry has invested in 30+ 
early-stage companies within the SaaS and AI verticals, including 
Honey (acquired by PayPal at $4B), Shape Security (acquired by F5 
Networks at $1B), UiPath (NYSE: PATH), among others. Some of his 
investments achieved nearly 100x returns. Prior to becoming a 
venture capitalist, Henry was a successful serial entrepreneur, and 
got his PhD. degree in AI from USC. He has given multiple AI-focused 
keynote speeches at Google, Facebook, Cheung Kong Graduate 
School of Business ( ) and other institutes. 



 

59th   P a g e | 11 

CESASC Anniversary Journal 

2021 CESASC Annual Convention Gala & Award Presentation 

 59  

6:30 pm ς 9:00 pm, May 22, 2021, Zoom Online Meeting 

 Surviving and Thriving ( ḹế ʼ ) 

 

6:30 pm Welcome Remarks by MC MCs: Ms. Alice Zhai/Mr. David Lee 

6:35 pm CESASC History and 2021 Looking Back   

6:47 pm  VIP introduction   

 Congratulatory speech Congresswoman Judy Chu  

 Congratulatory speech Los Angeles County Supervisor Kathryn Barger 

 Congratulatory speech Andrew Yang 

 VIP Sponsors remarks    Dr. Gary Chen, Xuemei Wei 

7:05 pm  Keynote Speech: ñAI: The Breakthroughs, Challenges and Opportunitiesò        Dr. Xuedong Huang 

CTO, Microsoft Azure AI  

7:35 pm CESASC Award Ceremony     

 CESASC Lifetime Achievement Award                                                        Lisa Lu 

 CESASC Achievement Award                                                                                          Dr. Xuedong Huang 

 CESASC Appreciation Award                                                                                            Dr. Jonathan Jiang        

7:46 pm First Round of Raffle / Group photo        Dr. Jinxing Li  

7:51 pm  Keynote Speech: ñPerseverance is a Way of Lifeò   Mr. Al Chen 

 Mars 2020 Mission EDL(Entry, Decent, and Landing) Lead, JPL 

8:21 pm CESASC Student Award Ceremony   

 CESASC Scholarship Awards                                                                        Dr. Xudong Jia 

Xinruihe Wang (flỌ ᵙ), Gengchen Mai (Ҁ ), Wendy Liu (ְ  Louis ,(ה╤

Wong ( ), Simona Zhang (ắỌ ), Yayun Du ( ҍ҉), Wei-Chia Luo ( Ḳ

), Amanda Guan ( Әⱡ), Fan Yang (֢‏), Luke Ong (flѲ ) 

           Lisa Lu Foundation Scholarship Awards                                                                       Dr. Xudong Jia 

 Niuyue Zhang (ắ ), Maggie Ding (ђỸ ), Yiwei Lu ( ) 

 CESASC-JHT Scholarship Awards                                                                                    Dr. Jonathan Jiang 

   Xiang Cai ( Physics), Junyi Chen ( Chemistry) 

           Student Essay Contest Awards                                                                                         Dr. Jonathan Jiang 

 Junze Zhang (ắ ┴), Antong Zhang (ắḠ ), Kerry Zhang (ắּׁ֤ש), Kevin Hua (ᴂ ) 

8:48 pm           In Memoriam                                                                                  

8:51 pm 2021/2022 CESASC Board Installation                                                                                         Shirley Ho 

8:55 pm           Incoming President remarks                                                                                                    Dr. Bruce Liu 

8:57 pm Second Round of Raffle                                                                               Dr. Jinxing Li 

8:59 pm  Closing Remarks by President Dr. Charley Lu 
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Keynote Speaker 
 

AI: The Breakthroughs, Challenges and Opportunities 
 

 
 

Xuedong Huang 

Ph.D 

 

CTO Azure AI 
 

 

Dr. Xuedong Huang is a Microsoft Technical Fellow and 

Chief Technology Officer Azure AI Cognitive Services. 

He is responsible for Microsoftôs Azure AI engineering 

and research to bring the dream of making machines see, 

hear and understand human beings a reality. 

He joined Microsoft to found the companyôs speech 

technology group in 1993. He helped Microsoft achieve 

multiple historical AI milestones on the open research 

tasks, including a human parity milestone in 

conversational speech recognition in 2016; a human 

parity milestone in machine translation in 2018; and a 

human parity milestone in image captioning in 2020. 

Huang has more than 170 US patents that impacted 

billions of customers globally via Azure AI. In 2016, 

Wired magazine named him one of 25 Geniuses. In 2021, 

Azure AI was named the winner of 

InfoWorldôs Technology of the Year Award. Huang was 

awarded the Allen Newell research excellence medal, and 

IEEE Speech Processing Best Paper. He was recognized 

as IEEE Fellow and ACM Fellow.  

Huang received his PhD from the University of Edinburgh, 

MS from Tsinghua University, and BS from Hunan 

University. 

 

Speech Summary 
 

Dr. Xuedong Huang, the Chief Technology Officer of 

Azure AI at Microsoft, helped achieve multiple human 

parity in AI milestones in the past decade. Huang will 

share insights as an executive into how Loonshots have 

helped inspire innovation within his organization, while 

continuously delivering product improvements. He will 

reveal the latest real-world applications of AI, industry 

challenges and future opportunities for breakthrough.  
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Keynote Speaker 
 

Perseverance is a Way of Life 
 

 
 

Allen Chen 
 

Mars 2020 EDL Lead 

 
 

Allen Chen was the Entry, Descent, and Landing 

Phase Lead for the Mars 2020 mission. Prior to that, 

he was the Flight Dynamics and Operations Lead for 

Mars Science Laboratory Entry, Descent, and Landing 

team, culminating in the successful landing of the 

Curiosity rover in 2012. He holds S.B. and S.M. 

degrees in Aeronautics and Astronautics from the 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology and a M.B.A. 

from the University of California, Los Angeles. 

Speech Summary 
 

On February 18, 2021, the world watched as the 

Perseverance rover safely completed its autonomous 

landing in Jezero Crater. The largest, heaviest, and 

most complex planetary rover ever built depended on 

its seven-minute entry, descent, and landing sequence 

to touch down safely at the most dangerous landing 

site ever attempted on Mars. But landing itself was 

just the final challenge through which Perseverance 

and her team endured. The path to Mars was riddled 

with parachute and other hardware failures, new 

technology challenges, a pandemic, and even an 

earthquake that all tried the resolve of the team. 

Through it all, the tight-knit and diverse team faced 

those challenges and embraced perseverance as a way 

of life.  
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2021 CESASC Lifetime Achievement Award Recipients 
 

Lisa Lu 

 

Lisa Lu  is a Chinese-born American actress and singer. She 

won the Golden Horse Awards three times in the 1970s.In 1960, 

she was the female lead in the antiwar film The Mountain Road, 

which starred James Stewart and which was based on the novel 

of the same name by the China war correspondent Theodore H. 

White. Her film career took off in the 1970s with supporting 

roles in films like Demon Seed and Peter Bogdanovich's Saint 

Jack. During this time, she received three Best Actress Golden 

Horse Awards for her Chinese-language films The Arch, The Empress Dowager, 

and The Fourteen Amazons. For the remainder of her career, Lu alternated between 

theater and film. She may be best known by English-speaking audiences for her roles 

in the 1988 TV miniseries Noble House, and the films The Last 

Emperor (1987), The Joy Luck Club (1993), and Crazy Rich Asians (2018).  

ι ᵄ Қḁ◗ ι ӈ Қ Ᾱᴊ Ḍ  1960 ẉιѮ◗ Қ ẽ

ṟ  1971 ẉι ẽ ᷀Қ ệ 9 ᴶ ẽ ῳӓḁѮ   

1973 ẉι ẽ ᵺḁײ ệ 11 ᴶ ẽ ῳӓḁ   

1975 ẉιḃᵼѮ◗ ừ ẽ ᶝ ệ 12 ᴶ ẽ ῳӓḁѮ

  1976 ẉι ᴮ ẽ ᴶ┘ ệ ╖ ẽ ֧ἄṏ  2000 ẉι ệ

ᵀ ᵙẈᾰק  2005 ẉι ệ 5 ẽ Ḑᶽ ︣ẉẽῐ   

2011 ẉι ừ ẽ ệ 3 ᾬ ӵ ẽ ῳӓḁ◗  

2015 ẉι ệ 16 ᵙ 2 Ẇ ￼ ἄṏוּ   2016 ẉι ệ 6

Қ₧ ᵙ 49 ҶᾹ ẽ ￼ ἄṏ   

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chinese-American
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Golden_Horse_Awards
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Mountain_Road
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Stewart
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theodore_H._White
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theodore_H._White
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Demon_Seed
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peter_Bogdanovich
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Jack_(film)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Jack_(film)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Golden_Horse_Film_Festival_and_Awards
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Golden_Horse_Film_Festival_and_Awards
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mandarin_Chinese
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Noble_House_(miniseries)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Last_Emperor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Last_Emperor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Joy_Luck_Club_(film)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crazy_Rich_Asians_(film)
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2021 CESASC Achievement Award Recipient 
 

Dr. Xuedong Huang is a Microsoft Technical Fellow and Chief Technology 

Officer Azure AI Cognitive Services. He is responsible for Microsoftôs Azure AI 

engineering and research to bring the dream of making machines see, hear and 

understand human beings a reality. 

He joined Microsoft to found the companyôs speech technology group in 1993. He 

helped Microsoft achieve multiple historical AI milestones on the open research 

tasks, including a human parity milestone in conversational speech recognition in 

2016; a human parity milestone in machine translation in 2018; and a human 

parity milestone in image captioning in 2020. 

Huang has more than 170 US patents that impacted billions of customers globally via Azure AI. In 2016, 

Wired magazine named him one of 25 Geniuses. In 2021, Azure AI was named the winner of 

InfoWorldôs Technology of the Year Award. Huang was awarded the Allen Newell research excellence 

medal, and IEEE Speech Processing Best Paper. He was recognized as IEEE Fellow and ACM Fellow.  

Huang received his PhD from the University of Edinburgh, MS from Tsinghua University, and BS 

from Hunan University. 

2021 CESASC Appreciation Award Recipient 

Dr. Jonathan H. Jiang is a Principal Scientist of Engineering and Science 

Directorate at the Jet Propulsion Laboratory (JPL), California Institute of 

Technology, and the Supervisor of JPL Aerosol and Cloud Group, managing a 

team of more than 30 scientists, engineers, associates and postdoctoral scholars. 

He is also serving as an Editor in Chief for the American Geophysical Union, and 

he is the elected Chair for the American Meteological Societyôs Committee on 

Atmospheric Chemistry. 

Dr. Jiang has over 200 research publications in the field of satellite remote sensing, 

atmospheric and climate sciences, and astrophysics. He has been twice awarded the NASA Exceptional 

Achievement Medals in 2010 and 2013, for his leadership and innovation in scientific research using NASA 

satellite observations. Most recently, Dr. Jiang received the 2019 Ed Stone Award and the 2019 NASA 

Exceptional Scientific Achievement Medal for his outstanding scientific achievement and service to the 

NASA missions. 

Dr. Jiang has made tremendous contributions to CESASC. For the past three years, he provided more than 

50 seminars to students through the CESASC STEM program. He donated and raised more than 30K USD 

for CESASC. In 2021, he created CESASC JHT Prize for Fundamental Science that awards annually to the 

most compelling young candidates who have demonstrated a commitment to fundamental scientific inquiry 

through their achievements witnessed by published research in physics, chemistry or mathematics.  
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2020-2021 CESASC Executive Team Members 
(in alphabetical order) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Jia Fan 

Secretary & Chair of 

Communication Committee 
 

Yu Gu 
Treasurer  

Chenxi Guo 
Chair of Business Forum 

&Tech Salon   
 

Nancy Huang 
Chair of Convention & 

Journal Committee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Dongmei Huang 
Co-Chair of Journal 

Committee 

 Xudong Jia 
Chair of Scholarship 

Committee 

 Jonathan Jiang 
Chair of JHT Scholarship 

&Essay Contest Committee   

 Jinxing Li  
Chair of Young 

Professional Team 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Bruce Liu 

VP & Chair of Fundraising 
Committee 

 Charley Lu 
President 

 Hui Su 
Chair of Public & Media 

Relation Committee 

 Kenny Wang 
Chair of Technical 

Symposium Committee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Liping Yan  

Co-Chair of Public & 

Media Relation Committee 
 

Mingsong Yin 
Chair of IT committee 

 Ying Zhan 
Chair of STEM Program 

Committee  

 Ping Zhou 
Chairman of Board & Chair 

of Selection Committee 
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CESASC Scholarship Foundation 
ñRemembering and Honoring H.E Frank Wang, our Founding Presidentò 

Scholarship Endowments 
Mrs. Hsu Hwa Chao Memorial Scholarships 

(for humanities or science) 

Lois and Henry Chi Scholarships 

Prof. Yung-Ho Chien Memorial Scholarships 

Mrs. Edna and Dr. Yu-Shan Han Memorial Scholarships 

General Shann Tzyy Kao Memorial Scholarships 

Dr. Jiin-Jen and Mrs. Sage Lee Scholarships 

Tsai-Sun and Cho-Seng Chien Lee Memorial Scholarships 

The Anna and John J. Sie Foundation Scholarships 

Grace Yu Memorial Scholarships 

Prof. June Chien Yu-Tsao Yu Memorial Scholarships 
(for a woman when possible) 

Professor Lois Chi Memorial Scholarships 

Dr. Sherman Shan Yu Memorial Scholarships 

 

We thank all our 2020-2021 Donors and Supporters 
With Special Thanks to 

Henry Chi 
Special Fund in Honor of Prof. Lois Chi and CESASC 

Southern California Edison 

Shan & Sanne Lee 

Donors of the Henry Chi Scholarship Memorial Fund 
Dongmei Huang   
Shirley and Chih-Ming Ho 
Hui Su 
Ping Zhou & Wenji Xu 
Jason Wen 
Charley Lu & Biying Zhang 
Shan & Sanne Lee 
Mr. & Mrs. Chia-Chun Chao 
Nancy Huang 

Theodore Wu 
Yue Rong 
Dankai Liu 
Mr. & Mrs. Tennyson Wang 
Munson & Suellen Kwok 
Elizabeth and Eastwood Im 
Lan Saadatnejadi 
YourCause.com 

As of May 10, 2021 

Foundation funds the CESASC scholarship program in science, engineering, medicine and 
humanities. 

CESASC Scholarship Foundation is a federal 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation.  We welcome all 
donations and endowments, which are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.  Please make 
checks payable to "CESASC Scholarship Foundation." Send to M. Kwok, 5474 West 76th Street, 
Los Angeles, CA 90045-3208.   
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2021 CESASC Scholarship Recipients 

 

Ms. Xinruihe WangflỌ ᵙ 

Undergraduate Student, Communication, University of Southern California 
Pursuing her B.A. degree in Communication with minors in applied analytics and marketing 

at the University of Southern California, Xinruihe aims to combine marketing and data 

analytics in helping with the digitalization of public welfare. 

 

Prof. Lois Chi Memorial Scholarship 

 

Gengchen Mai Ҁ  

PhD Student, GIScience, University of California, Santa Barbara 
Gengchen received B.S. degree in GIS from Wuhan University and M.A. degree in GIScience 

from UC Santa Barbara. His research interests include Spatially Explicit Machine Learning, 

GeoAI, Geographic Knowledge Graph, and Geospatial Semantics. His Ph.D. dissertation topic 

is Geographic Question Answering with Spatially Explicit Machine Learning Models. 

  

 Dr. Jiin -Jen and Mrs. Sage Lee Scholarship 

 

Wendy Liu  ה╤ְ

M.S.L. Candidate, Studies in Law, University of Southern California 
Received B.A. degree with honor in Communication from the University of Southern 

California (USC). Her research interests include education law and the representation and 

portrayal of the Asian community in popular media content. 

 Dr. Charlie Sie Scholarship 

 

Louis Wong  

B.A. Student, Communication, University of Southern California 

Studying communication at the University of Southern California. He is experienced in 

photo, video, and graphic design production, having won titles such as Best Drama at the 

Across Asia Youth Film Festival. Currently, he is navigating the communication consulting 

industry. 

 Anna and John Sie Foundation Scholarship 

 

Xinmiao (Simona) ZhangắỌ  

M.C.G. Student, Communication Management, University of Southern 

California 
Received B.A. in Journalism from Jinan University and M.C.G. in Communication 

Management from University of Southern California (USC). A researcher, marketer, 

storyteller, relationship builder, and mental health advocate. Her work translates data to 

digestible insights. She currently works on a mental health campaign for Chinese 

international students. 

 Mrs. Edna and Dr. Yu-Shan Han Memorial Scholarship 
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Yayun Du ҍ҉ 

Ph.D. student, Mechanical Engineering, University of California, Los 

Angeles 
Received her Bachelorôs in Automotive Engineering from Harbin Institute of Technology 

(HIT) and was the only junior in ñTop Ten Students at HITò. Her research interests range 

from robotic manipulation and control to soft structure design (e.g., bacterial flagellar 

robots, SWARM, and agricultural robots) by applying mechanics analysis, deep learning, 

reinforcement learning, computer vision and SLAM techniques. 

 Sherman Shan Yu Memorial Scholarship 

 

Wei-Chia Luo Ḳ 

Ph.D. Student, Bioengineering, University of California, Los Angeles  
Received B.S. degree in Medical Science from National Tsing Hua University, M.S. degree 

in Anatomy and Cell Biology from National Taiwan University, and M.S. degree in 

Bioengineering from University of California, Los Angeles. Her current research focuses on 

quantitative framework for re-programming. 

 

 CESASC Foundation Scholarship 

 

Amanda Guan Әⱡ 

MS Student, Materials Science and Engineering, University of 
California, Berkeley 
Amanda Guan received a B.S. in Materials Science and Engineering from UC Berkeley and 

will return in the fall to complete her M.S. in Materials Engineering as well. Her research 

interests include polymer synthesis, bioplastics, and circular economy strategies. 

 CESASC Foundation Scholarship 

 

Fan Yang֢‏ 

M.S. Student, Digital Social Media, University of Southern California 
Completed B.A. and M.S. degree at University of Southern California. His research 

focuses on social media news consumption and opinion polarization about U.S.-China 

relations. In his free time, Fan actively creates original article on his WeChat official 

account. His career goal is to be a content creator and social media specialist who facilitate 

the communication between businesses and their customers.    
 CESASC Foundation Scholarship 

 

Luke OngflѲ  

MD Student, Osteopathic Medicine, A.T. Still University 
Received B.S. degree from Emory University in Atlanta, GA. Received M.S. degree from 

Eastern Virginia Medical School in Norfolk, VA. Current Doctor of Osteopathic 

Medicine candidate at A.T. Still University in Mesa, Arizona. 

 CESASC Foundation Scholarship 
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2021 CESASC Lisa Lu Scholarship Recipients 
 

 

 

Niuyue Zhangắ  

M.F.A. Candidate, Cinematic Arts, University of Southern California 
Graduated from Duke University with a BA in International comparative studies and 

History. She is currently an MFA candidate at USC School of Cinematic Arts. As a 

director and producer, she brings her films to more than 30 international film festivals 

such as Flicker Rhode Island international film festival, Canada Shorts, and SCAD 

Savannah Film Festival. The recent documentary short she produced "Unfinished Lives" 

(2020) is a gold medalist in the 47th Student Academy Awards. She is currently working 

on her thesis film "Mother in the Mist" (2021), which is a touching drama about a rural 

Chinese mother who tries to reunite with her baby in COVID-hit Wuhan. 

 

 

 

Maggie DingђỸ  

Student, Film and TV conservatory, Orange County School of the Arts 
Maggie has made five short films that have been selected into 38 film festivals. Her 

short documentary Left Behind has been selected into two Academy Awards qualifying 

film festivals and will be screened at the American Pavilion Emerging filmmaker 

showcase at the Cannes Film Festival. 

 

  

 

Yiwei Lu  

Master of Visual Anthropology, University of California, Los Angeles 
Yiwei Lu currently works as an independent art curator and magazine columnist in Los 

Angeles while studying for her master's degree in visual anthropology at University of 

Southern California.  She founded Yiwei Gallery after graduating from Loyola 

Marymount University to promote Chinese artists in the U.S. 
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2021 CESASC Scholarship Committee 

 

Xudong Jia, Ph.D., P.E. 
Associate Dean and Professor 

of College of Engineering and 

Computer Science, California 

State University, Northridge. 

 

 

Jinxing Li , Ph.D.  
Assistant researcher in space 

physics at UCLA. PI of NSF 

and NASA grants. 

 

 

Yu Gu, Ph.D.  
Associate Director of 

Operations at Joint Institute for 

Regional Earth System Science 

and Engineering & Adjunct 

Professor in Atmospheric and 

Oceanic Sciences, UCLA.  

Editor of Geophysical 

Research Letters.  

 

 

Dongmei Huang 
Principal - Business 

Management, Public Cloud 

Infrastructure and Technology, 

AT&T.  

2017-2018 President and 2018-

2019 Chairperson of Board of 

Directors, CESASC. 

 

Kenny Wang, Ph.D. 
Engineer at Los Angeles 

Regional Water Quality 

Control Board 

 

  

 

 

CESASC Scholarship Ceremony Speakers 
 

Perry Shen, MD 
Professor, Surgical Oncology, Wake Forest Baptist Health 

CESASC scholarship recipient in 1987 

 

Prof. Shen is a surgeon specializing in surgical oncology at Wake Forest Baptist Medical Center 

in Winston-Salem, North Carolina. He received his B.A. and B.S. from University of California 

Irvine in 1988 and received his MD from University of Southern California School of Medicine 

in 1992.  

 

Ming C. Lin , Ph.D. 
Distinguished University Professor 

Chair of the Dept. of Computer Science, University of Maryland 

CESASC scholarship recipient in 1986 

 

Dr. Ming C. Lin obtained her B.S., M.S., and Ph.D. in Electrical Engineering and Computer 
Science from the University of California, Berkeley. She received NSF Young Faculty Career 

Award, Honda Research Initiation Award, UNC/IBM Junior Faculty Development Award, UNC Hettleman Award 
for Scholarly Achievements, Beverly W. Long Distinguished Professorship, UNC WOWS Scholar, IEEE VGTC 
Virtual Reality Technical Achievement Award. She has (co-)authored more than 300 refereed publications in 
these areas and co-edited/authored four books. She also co-founded Impulsonic, Inc. 

https://www.wakehealth.edu/
https://www.wakehealth.edu/
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2021 CESASC JHT Scholarship Recipients 
 
 

Physics Prize 
 

Xiang Cai  (17yr) 

Santiago High School 

 

Xiang Cai has been admitted by the Columbia University in April 2021 

and has been honored as Columbia Science Research Fellow.  

 

Representative publication: A Statistical Estimation of the Occurrence 

of Extraterrestrial Intelligence in the Milky Way Galaxy, Galaxies, 2021 

 

 

Chemistry Prize  

Junyi Chen  (25yr) 

Ph.D. Student, University of California, Riverside  

Junyi Chen received her B. S. in chemistry from University of Science 

and Technology of China. Her research focuses on Bioanalytical 

Chemistry. 

Representative publication: Selective discrimination and classification 

of G-quadruplex structures with a hostïguest sensing array, Nature 

Chemistry, 2021 
 

 

No awardee in Mathematics  for this year 
 

Introduction to JHT scholarship 

The JHT scholarship is named by Dr. Jiang Hong Tao. The CESASC JHT Prize for Fundamental Science 

awards annually to the most compelling young candidates who have demonstrated a commitment to 

fundamental scientific inquiry through their achievements witnessed by published research in physics, 

chemistry or mathematics.  

Applicants are individually chosen by our distinguished members through a selective review process. The 

JHT Prize is an honor reserved only for our highly accomplished young scientists under the age of 26, who 

have dedicated their talent to science.  

In the year 1905, Albert Einstein published 4 research papers, at age of 25, that changed world. More than 

115 years later, this still inspires us, and We hope, through the JHT Prize, to also encourage and inspire 

young people to be successful in their scientific endeavor.  
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2021 CESASC JHT Scholarship and STEM Essay 
Contest Committee 

 
 

 

Jonathan H. Jiang ( ), 

Ph.D. 

Principal Scientist at NASA/JPL, 

California Institute of 

Technology. Recipient of two 

NASA Exceptional Achievement 

Medals; Recipient of the Edward 

Stone Award and the NASA 

Exceptional Scientific 

Achievement Medal. 
 

 

Charley Lu  ( ), Ph.D. 

Technologist and engineering 

executive. 20 years leadership 

experience in computer 

hardware and software product 

R&D. President of CESASC 

2020/2021. 

 

 

Ying Zhan ( ), Ph.D. 

Professional investor. Senior 

Registered Enterprise Risk 

Manager and Senior Risk 

Appraiser. President of 

International Branding App 

Alliance, Founder CEO of Aproin 

Inc.   

Liping Yan  ( ), Ph.D. 

Technical Specialist at the Los 

Angeles Department of Water 

and Power. He serves on 

CESASCôs Honorary Advisory 

Board and is a reviewer for 

several academic journals. 

 

 

Jinxing Li  ( ), Ph.D.  

Assistant researcher in space 

physics at UCLA. PI of NSF and 

NASA grants. 

 

 

Chengxing Zhai ( ῐ), 
Ph.D. 

Jet Propulsion Laboratory Senior 

Technologist, Data Scientist. 

 

Yu Gu ( ) , Ph.D.  

Associate Director of Operations 

at Joint Institute for Regional 

Earth System Science and 

Engineering & Adjunct Professor 

in Atmospheric and Oceanic 

Sciences, UCLA.  Editor of 

Geophysical Research Letters.  

  

Nancy Huang ( ), MS 

Jet Propulsion Laboratory Senior 

Software Engineer. Board 

Director of CESASC. 
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2021 CESASC STEM Essay Contest 
 

     High School Winners  
 
 

1st place: Junze Zhang     9th Grade 

 

Average: 4 (New Idea 2, Reasoning/Logic 4, English 5, Cited reference 5)  

Suggest shift priority in government budgets, such as increasing education, energy, and 

R&D budgets by 1% and reduce military spending by 3-4%. 
 
 
 

 

 

2nd place: Antong Zhang   10th Grade 

 

Average: 3.75 (New Idea 3, Reasoning/Logic 3, English 5, Cited reference 4) 

Present an argument (pro and cons) of a universal language and fit for all different 

cultures. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

3rd place: Kerry Zhang ₣    9th Grade 

 

Average: 3.25 (New Idea 2, Reasoning/Logic 1, English 5, Cited reference 5)  

Argue that human nature is an important factor to our survival    
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

          Middle School Winner  
 

1st place: Kevin Hua    8th Grade 

 

Average: 2 (New Idea 3, Reasoning/Logic 1, English 4, Cited reference 0) 

Present ideas of what will be available in the future, such as ñAge of Technologyò, 

computer will be faster, eliminating need to cook, etc.  
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The Tech Salon Program features in-depth exchange of ideas among small groups of senior and 
young professionals, scholars, and entrepreneurs. Past events include topics like Artificial 
Intelligence, Finance, and Environmental Science. 
Last September, in response to the raging wildfire season and air pollution concerns, CESASC 
partnered with the Chinese American Construction Professionals (CACP) to host the new 
environmental science themed Tech Salon. Our speakers introduced how air pollution affects our 
health conditions, what we can do to protect ourselves from air pollution caused by wildfires, and 
how we can improve indoor air quality. 
Last November, CESASC partnered with Southern California Chinese-American Environmental 
Protection Association (SCCAEPA) and hosted our first wildlife protection themed salon. Our 
guest speakers introduced the current situation of wildlife preservation and protection for both 
lions in Africa, and mountain lions in California. 
 
Recordings of past salon events can be found on our CESASC YouTube Channel. If you are 
interested in joining our program, or even hosting the salon of your own topic, please contact us 
at info@cesasc.org.  

¢ŜŎƘ {ŀƭƻƴ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ 
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  ¢ŜŎƘ {ŀƭƻƴ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ 

09/19 /2020  Wildfire and Protection against Air Pollution 
 

Dr. Qunfang Zhang ( ) is a Staff Air Pollution Specialist in Indoor 

Exposure Assessment Section at California Air Resources Board. Her 
responsibilities include developing and managing research contracts, 
conducting in-house research, assessing health impacts of policies and 
regulations, and responding to public inquiries. She worked extensively 
with other government agencies, standard organizations, and industry 
representatives to provide technical comments and help adopt latest 
research findings in the development of policies and standards. She 
received her Ph.D. degree in Environmental Health Sciences from UCLA. 

Mr. Yichung Chang ( ) is a Professional Engineer registered with 

licenses from California, Nevada, Texas, Oregon, and Idaho. He founded 
HYC Consulting Engineers, Inc. in 1994 and provides complete design 
service of mechanical, electrical, plumbing, and energy demands for 
commercial, residential, industrial and institutional projects. He 
ÒÅÃÅÉÖÅÄ ÈÉÓ "ÁÃÈÅÌÏÒȭÓ $ÅÇÒÅÅ ÉÎ -ÅÃÈÁÎÉÃÁÌ %ÎÇÉÎÅÅÒÉÎÇ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ 
.ÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ 4ÁÉ×ÁÎ 5ÎÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙȟ ÁÎÄ ÈÉÓ -ÁÓÔÅÒȭÓ $ÅÇÒÅÅ ÉÎ -ÅÃÈÁÎÉÃÁÌ 
Engineering from Washington University in St. Louis, Missouri. 

Dr. Yifang Zhu ( ) serves as professor in the Department of 

Environmental Health Sciences, UCLA, and was appointed to California 
!ÉÒ 2ÅÓÏÕÒÃÅ "ÏÁÒÄȭÓ 2ÅÓÅÁÒÃÈ 3ÃÒÅÅÎÉÎÇ #ÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅ in 2014. Her 
research interest is primarily in the field of air pollution, environmental 
exposure assessment, and aerosol science and technology. She received 
several national awards, including the Walter A. Rosenblith New 
Investigator Award from the Health Effects Institute, the Faculty Early 
Career Development Award from the National Science Foundation, and 
the Haagen-Smit Prize from Atmosphere Environment. She graduated 
from Tsinghua University in 1997 and received her Ph.D. in 
Environmental Health Sciences from UCLA in 2003. 
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¢ŜŎƘ {ŀƭƻƴ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ 

11/07 /2020  Preservation and Protection of Lions 

Simba Qiang Zhuo ( ) is a National Geographic Chinese Explorer, 

and he is the first Chinese to establish a wildlife conservation 
ÏÒÇÁÎÉÚÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÎ !ÆÒÉÃÁȢ (Å ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÁÕÔÈÏÒ ÏÆ Ȱ,ÉÖÉÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ ,ÉÏÎÓ ÉÎ !ÆÒÉÃÁȱȟ 
and his legendary experience has been filmed into a number of 
documentaries, including the History Channel Documentary 
Ȱ,ÉÏÎÈÅÁÒÔȱȢ  3ÉÍÂÁ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ ÌÉÖÉÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ ÌÉÏÎÓ ÉÎ !ÆÒÉÃÁ ÆÏÒ ÍÁÎÙ ÙÅÁÒÓȟ 
exploring community conservation model and turning pastoral areas 
into wildlife protected area. Simba also founded the Nature Guardian 
Wildlife Conservation Center in order to improve wildlife habitat 
protection in China. 

Ms. Ulan ( ) is the Director of China Association for International 

Cultural Exchanges with Overseas Chinese (ICEA). She is the CEO of 
Nishan International Inc, an influencer of new media in Little Red Book, 
and a researcher of Confucius Institute of China. She is also a famous host 
in Los Angeles. 

Dr. Xudong Jia ( ) is the Associate Dean and Professor of College 

of Engineering and Computer Science, California State University, 
Northridge (CSUN). Before joining CSUN, Dr. Jia served as the Chair of 
the Civil Engineering Department at California State Polyethnic 
University, Pomona (Cal Poly Pomona).  Dr. Jia is a champion of academic 
excellence, research, and innovation in diversified and inclusive learning 
environments at Cal Poly Pomona and CSUN. He received the Chi 
%ÐÓÉÌÏÎȭÓ *ÁÍÅÓ -Ȣ 2ÏÂÂÉÎÓ .ÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ !×ÁÒÄ ÆÏÒ Ȱ%ØÃÅÌÌÅÎÃÅ ÉÎ 4ÅÁÃÈÉÎÇȱ 
in 2020 and the Cal Poly PomonÁȭÓ 0ÒÏÖÏÓÔ !×ÁÒÄ ÆÏÒ %ØÃÅÌÌÅÎÃÅ ÉÎ 
Scholarly and Creative Activities in 2019. 
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Preparing Future Generations to Careers Success! 

STEM | SEMINAR SERIES  

               
 
 

CESASC Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM) Seminar Series emphasize preparing 
future generations to be successful in their careers. We teach students at all levels, and communicate 
with their parents and teachers, to provide real-world examples and applications in STEM fields. CESASC 
STEM activities help preparing students who move into society, industry and academics with valuable skill 
sets that allow them to be successful. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is pretty hard to pursue career in STEM fields if you can't seem to find something you'd love doing. 
CESASC seminar series bring together inspiring stories of how we change our daily experiences to 
achieve some of the most important breakthroughs in science and technology. We teach students 
ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƳŀǘƘŜƳŀǘƛŎǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘǎ ǘƻ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ά²Ƙŀǘ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜǎ 
ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΚέ  άIƻǿ Ŏŀƴ ǿŜ ŜȄŎŜƭ ƛƴ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅΚέΣ ά²ƘŜǊŜ ŘƻŜǎ Ǉŀǎǎƛƻƴ ŎƻƳŜ ŦǊƻƳΚέ ŀƴŘ 
άIƻǿ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅ ŀƴŘ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜǎ ǎŜƭŜŎǘ ōŜǎǘ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ǎŎƛŜƴǘƛǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƎƛƴŜŜǊǎΚέ 

Dr. Ying Zhan  Dr. Jonathan H. Jiang 
CESASC STEM Chair CESASC STEM Co-Chair 
 
 
  



 

59th   P a g e | 30 

CESASC Anniversary Journal 

  



 

59th   P a g e | 31 

CESASC Anniversary Journal 

                  PHOTO RECAPTURES 
2020 - 2021 CESASC Activities 

 
CESASC volunteers worked with Director Ang Lee for his keynote speech in the 58th convention (8/2020) 

 

 
~500 people attended the 58th CESASC annual convention, a first-time-ever online meeting, including CESASC 

founder Henry Chai (at the right-bottom corner) who passed away a month later. RIP, Henry! (8/2020) 
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ñScience Meets Artò was the theme of the 58th 

convention (8/2020) 

 

ñThe Future of Hollywoodò featuring two-times Oscar 

best director winner Ang Lee (8/2020) 

 

Famous Chinese-American actress Lisa Lu attended 

the 58th convention (8/2020) 

 

ñSpace Travelò featuring Monica Jan from Virgin Orbit 

(8/2020) 

 

The traditional mid-Autumn gathering of former CESASC leaders went to online (9/2020) 
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2020 CESASC Christmas Party on Zoom (12/2020) 

 

 
 
An online debating meeting was created first-time for the CESASC board of director election (3/2021) 
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